MARSHAL,   NET
and in the strangeness of an imperilled silence the world
seemed young again.
After a short stay at Grignon Ney and his wife removed
to La Petite Malgrange. He had given up the inspector-
ship and looked forward to a spell of peaceful existence
in the country. But it was not to be. Events were
moving in Switzerland that called for the intervention
of France, and on September 29th Ney was ordered to
Geneva. He left La Petite Malgrange on October ist,
arriving at his Swiss destination three days later.
The Republican theory had led to a culmination of the
age-long trouble which marked the various governments
in Switzerland. Acting on its encouragement the people
of Vaud had challenged the Berne oligarchy and called
for French assistance, -which -was granted. In 1798 an
army under Brune overthrew the central cantons (and
incidentally emptied the Swiss treasury), after which the
old federation had been replaced by a new Helvetian
Republic, founded on Jacobin lines, while Geneva was
incorporated with France. This was the first taste of
foreign authority in Switzerland, and after several abor-
tive beginnings a counter-revolution, led by General
Bachmann, succeeded in driving the new Government
from Berne. It was in answer to another request for
Napoleon to restore order that Ney was summoned, his
choice being dictated by the fact that he spoke German
as well as French.
On October zist, after waiting for the report of a
mission sent to the refugee Government at Lausanne,
Ney was appointed Minister Plenipotentiary to Switzer-
land and commandant of any troops that might eventually
occupy the cantons. Within a few hours, acting on the
instructions of Talleyrand, Minister of Foreign Affairs,
he set out for Berne, and rested at Moudon "where he
took stock of the situation.
While leaving little doubt that he meant to enforce
his terms if necessary, Napoleon had suggested a con-
ference with Helvetian representatives in Paris. It was
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